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1. Introduction

The doctrine of eschatology—what the Bible teaches about “last
things”—is one of the most misunderstood and divisive areas in
Christian theology today. Yet it is also one of the most
important, because it speaks directly to our hope, our
purpose, and the ultimate fulfillment of God’'s redemptive
plan.

From the earliest days of the Church, believers have looked
forward to the return of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the
dead, the final judgment, and the full establishment of God’s
eternal kingdom. These expectations were not peripheral-they
were central to the apostles’ preaching and to the faith of
the early saints. The Apostle Paul, for instance, spoke of the
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Second Coming as the “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13), and Peter
warned of scoffers who would deny the promise of Christ’s
return (2 Peter 3:3-4).

Yet despite the clear emphasis Scripture places on these
future realities, the Church has never been without differing
interpretations of the how and when of these events. Over the
centuries, numerous eschatological systems have developed,
each claiming to faithfully interpret the prophetic
Scriptures. These include Premillennialism (in both historic
and dispensational forms), Amillennialism, Postmillennialism,
Preterism, and Idealism. More recently, Biblicism-a rigid
literalism devoid of theological structure—has emerged as an
influential force, particularly in modern evangelicalism.

This study exists to bring clarity amid the confusion. It
provides a structured, comparative overview of each major
eschatological view, examining their historical development,
scriptural foundations, theological implications, and
practical consequences. It also critically evaluates each
system based on how faithfully it handles God’s Word.

Most importantly, this guide encourages believers to move
beyond tradition, denominational loyalty, and popular
Christian media to embrace a sound, biblically grounded
eschatology. An eschatology that neither sensationalizes
current events nor neglects the promises of God. An
eschatology that aligns with the faith once delivered to the
saints (Jude 1:3), and that sets the believer’s hope not on
earthly kingdoms but on the coming of Christ and the
establishment of His everlasting reign.

In a time when false teachers abound and prophecy is often
abused to serve political or personal agendas, it is more
critical than ever for the Church to return to the Scriptures.
To rightly divide the Word of truth. To look for the return of
Christ, not as escapists, but as faithful stewards, holy and
blameless, ready for the appearing of the Lord.



“Watch ye therefore, and pray always,

that ye may be accounted

worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and
to stand before the Son of man.”
—Luke 21:36 (KJV)

2. Major Eschatological Systems
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3. Historical Development of Each

Framework
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4. Ranking by Biblical Accuracy (1 = Most

Accurate)

Ranking

System / Approach

1 Historic Premillennialism

Amillennialism

Partial Preterism

Postmillennialism

Idealism

Dispensational Premillennialism

Biblicism (Not a Framework)
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Full (Hyper) Preterism (Heretical)




5. Does Popularity Equal Truth?

Absolutely Not.
Jesus warned: “wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that

leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat”
(Matthew 7:13, KJV).

The most popular modern system, Dispensational
Premillennialism, is also one of the 1least biblically
grounded, heavily influenced by recent historical developments
and speculative futurism.

6. Biblicism: Is It a Theological
Framework?

Characteristic Biblicism’s Approach

Definition Unstructured literalism

Usually adopts Dispensational

View on Israel
distinctions between Israel & Church

Overly literal; disregards context and
genre

Hermeneutics

_ Pre-Tribulation Rapture; speculative
Resulting Eschatology

futurism
Historical Support None prior to the 19th century
Left Behind, IFB circles, Real Bible
Examples _
Believers

7. Scripture Comparisons of Key
Eschatological Passages

[] Matthew 24 — The Olivet Discourse



View

Interpretation

Evaluation

Historic Premill.

Dual fulfillment: 70
A.D. & Future

[] Balanced and
Contextual

Amillennialism

Mostly 70 A.D.;
tribulation ongoing

[] Reasonable

Partial Preterism

Almost entirely 70 A.D.

A[] Overlooks
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Entirely fut 7 - I
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[] Revelation 20 — The Millennium

View

Interpretation

Evaluation

Historic Premill.

Literal future 1,000-
year reign

[J Fits plain reading

Symbolic spiritual

A[] Plausible but may
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Postmillennialism y t tstiantz Al Overly optimistic
world
Dispensationalism Literal 1,000 years A[] Unbiblical
P for ethnic Israel Israel/Church divide
Idealism Symbolic spiritual [1 Ignores specific
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[] 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 — The “Rapture”

View

Interpretation

Evaluation

Historic Premill.

Occurs at Christ’s
return

0 Plain reading

Amillennialism

Same as above

[] Faithful to
context




View Interpretation Evaluation

_ _ _ Separate secret rapture [] Speculative
Dispensationalism _
event doctrine
Already fulfilled in 70

Full Preterism [] Heretical

A.D.

8. Final Conclusion

Historic Premillennialism remains the most faithful to the
early church and the plain, contextual reading of Scripture.
It acknowledges both historical fulfillments and the future
hope of Christ’s physical return.

Amillennialism follows closely, emphasizing the Church as the
fulfillment of God’'s promises but risks over-spiritualizing
certain prophetic texts.

Dispensationalism and Biblicism, though popular, lack
historical grounding and introduce speculative, unbiblical
doctrines that fracture the unity of God’'s people.

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God..” (1 John 4:1, KJV)



