Interpretation, Defense, and
Explanation of Biblical
Eschatology

Challenging Modern
Misinterpretations of Biblical
Prophecy

The study of biblical prophecy has often been clouded by
popular interpretations that lack a sound biblical foundation.
Many Christians adopt teachings about prophecy without
critically examining their validity. This 1issue reflects a
broader problem: reliance on tradition or popular opinion over
careful study of Scripture. As Jesus frequently said:

= Matthew 5:21-22 — “Ye have heard that it hath been said..
But I say unto you..”

This underscores the importance of seeking the truth in God’s
Word rather than accepting inherited assumptions.

The Context of Prophecy: Audience and
Timing

A central tenet of interpreting prophecy is understanding its
original audience and the timing indicators provided within

the text. For instance, Jesus’ warnings in Matthew 24 were
addressed to His first-century audience. When He said:
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= “Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass,
till all these things be fulfilled.” (Matthew 24:34,
KJV)

He was referring to the generation alive at that time, not a
distant future one. This 1s evident from the consistent use of
the second-person plural (“you”) throughout the chapter.

Similarly, the book of Revelation repeatedly emphasizes the
immediacy of its events:

= “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto
him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly
come to pass..” (Revelation 1:1, KJV)

= “.for the time is at hand.” (Revelation 1:3, KJV)

Ignoring these timing elements 1leads to speculative
interpretations that disconnect the text from its historical
context.

Earthquakes and Other Signs

One example of misinterpretation 1is the reference to
earthquakes in Matthew 24:7. Some claim these signs point to
events in our modern era. However, historical records show a
notable increase in seismic activity during the period leading
up to 70 A.D. As Jesus said:

» “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, 1in divers places.”
(Matthew 24:7, KJV)



Josephus, a first-century Jewish historian, described an
earthquake of such magnitude that it was perceived as a divine
sign. These historical accounts align with Jesus’ prophecy,
underscoring that it was fulfilled within the timeframe He
specified.

- The Jewish War — In Book 4, Chapter 4, Section 5:
Josephus writes about a massive earthquake that occurred
in Judea, which he describes in dramatic terms,
emphasizing 1its magnitude and impact. Here’s the
relevant passage:

= “There was also a great earthquake in that place, such
as had not happened at any other time, which overturned
many things. The constitution of the universe was
confounded for the destruction of men, and one might
easily conjecture that these things were the effects of
God’s anger for their crimes.”

The Temple and the Abomination of
Desolation

Another common misconception 1is the idea that the Jewish
temple must be rebuilt for prophecy to be fulfilled. However,
the New Testament does not support this claim. Jesus predicted
the temple’s destruction but never mentioned its
reconstruction:

» “And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things?
Verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”
(Matthew 24:2, KJV)



Instead, Jesus revealed Himself as the true temple:

 “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.. But he spake of the temple of his body.” (John
2:19-21, KJV)

Believers are also described as living stones forming a
spiritual temple:

- “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter
2:5, KJV)

The abomination of desolation, referenced in Matthew 24:15,
also ties to the events surrounding the temple’s destruction
in 70 A.D.:

- “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 1in
the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)”
(Matthew 24:15, KJV)

Luke’s account provides additional clarity:

= “And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies,
then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.” (Luke
21:20, KJV)

These events, fulfilled in the Roman siege of Jerusalem,
occurred within the lifetime of Jesus’ audience.



Misunderstanding the Antichrist

The term “Antichrist” appears only in John’s epistles and is
used to describe multiple individuals present in the first
century:

= “Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there
many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last
time.” (1 John 2:18, KJV)

Modern interpretations that project a singular, future
Antichrist often disregard this clear biblical usage. The
presence of antichrists in John’s day confirmed that they were
living in the “last time,” referring to the final period of
the 0ld Covenant age.

The Rapture and Dispensationalist
Assumptions

Dispensationalism, a popular framework for interpreting
prophecy, has introduced speculative concepts such as the
rapture and a seven-year tribulation. These ideas are often
based on assumptions rather than explicit biblical teaching.
For instance, claims that 1 Thessalonians 4 describes a pre-
tribulation rapture lack textual support:

= “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1
Thessalonians 4:17, KJV)



This passage does not specify a timeline or connect the event
to a seven-year tribulation. Similarly, the idea that
Revelation 4-19 depicts a seven-year tribulation is unfounded,
as the text does not mention such a timeframe.

A Call to Sound Hermeneutics

To understand prophecy faithfully, we must adhere to sound
hermeneutics—interpreting Scripture within its historical,
grammatical, and literary context. This involves recognizing
the original audience and letting the Bible interpret itself.
When we do so, the prophetic passages of Scripture reveal a
coherent narrative that aligns with historical events and
God’s redemptive plan.

= “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15, KJV)

By rejecting speculative interpretations and grounding our
understanding in Scripture, we can honor God’s Word and equip
ourselves to share its truths with others.



