
Blessed Are Those Who Bless
Israel?  –  Where  Is  This
Phrase in The Bible?
The image above shows two politicians standing next to a sign
with a phrase attributed to the Bible: “Blessed are those who
Bless Israel.“ Where is this phrase in the Bible? Search all
day and you’ll not find it because it does not exist!

The  verse  often  cited  in  relation  to  blessing  Israel  is
Genesis 12:3, which in the King James Version (KJV) reads:
“And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.“

This  verse  specifically  addresses  Abram  (Abraham)  and  not
Israel as a nation. This is a common misinterpretation or
misapplication of the biblical text. The original promise was
directed at Abram individually, with the broader context of
blessing  extending  to  his  descendants,  which  eventually
includes Israel. However, the exact phrase “Blessed are those
who Bless Israel“ is not found in the Bible.

The majority of citizens in the United State do not recognize
that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who by the way is a
Zionist  who  does  not  even  practice  Judaism  (quote  from
transcript below), manipulates politicians in the U.S. and
panders  to  evangelical  Christians.  The  church  needs  to
understand they’ve been duped to believe that we must support
Israel because Gen. 12:3 says we have to, but again this verse
has nothing to do with Israel.
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Key Points:

Address  to  Abram:  The  directive  and  promises  are1.
specifically  given  to  Abram.  At  this  point  in  the
narrative, Isaac and Jacob (who would later be named
Israel)  are  not  yet  in  the  picture.  The  focus  is
entirely on Abram and his immediate actions and future.
Personal Promises:2.

Great Nation: God promises to make Abram into a
great nation. This promise is about Abram’s future
descendants,  who  will  become  numerous  and
significant.
Personal  Blessing:  God  promises  to  bless  Abram
personally,  ensuring  his  well-being  and
prosperity.
Great  Name:  Abram’s  name  will  be  renowned,
indicating his legacy and influence.
Being a Blessing: Abram himself will be a source
of blessing to others.



Protection and Mediation:3.
Blessing and Cursing: Those who bless Abram will
be  blessed,  and  those  who  curse  him  will  be
cursed. This promise indicates divine protection
and favor towards Abram.
Universal Blessing: All peoples on earth will be
blessed  through  Abram,  pointing  to  the  broader
impact of his faith and obedience.

Understanding in Context:

Abram’s Role: At this point, Abram is the recipient of
God’s covenantal promises. The blessings and protection
are directly related to his faithfulness and obedience.
Future Implications: While these promises are given to
Abram,  they  do  have  future  implications  for  his
descendants, including Isaac, Jacob (Israel), and the
nation that would come from them. However, the immediate
context  of  Genesis  12:1-3  is  specifically  addressing
Abram.

Misinterpretations:

Modern  Misapplications:  Some  interpretations  extend
these promises directly to the modern state of Israel or
other  entities,  which  can  be  a  misreading  of  the
specific context of Genesis 12. The original promise was
to Abram as an individual, with future implications for
his descendants, but not an immediate reference to the
geopolitical entity of modern Israel.



Conclusion:
Genesis 12:1-3 is a foundational passage that sets the stage
for  the  Abrahamic  covenant,  starting  with  God’s  direct
promises to Abram. It is important to interpret these verses
in  their  immediate  context,  recognizing  that  they  address
Abram personally and have implications for his descendants,
but should not be directly conflated with later historical or
modern  entities  without  careful  theological  and  contextual
consideration.

See PDF transcript below of video interview of Rabbi Shapiro


