
Dividing the Land: A Vision
of Restoration and Inclusion
in Ezekiel 47:13–23

� Key Text:
Ezekiel 47:13–23 (KJV)

“Thus saith the Lord GOD; This shall be the border, whereby
ye shall inherit the land according to the twelve tribes of
Israel: Joseph shall have two portions… ye shall divide it by
lot for an inheritance unto you, and to the strangers that
sojourn among you… they shall be unto you as born in the
country among the children of Israel…”

I.  Introduction:  A  Renewed  Inheritance
After Exile
Ezekiel 47:13–23 comes within the final section of Ezekiel’s
prophetic book (chapters 40–48), which depicts a visionary
restoration of the temple, the land, and the people after
their  exile  in  Babylon.  This  passage  outlines  God’s
instructions for dividing the Promised Land among the twelve
tribes of Israel, but also includes a striking declaration:
Gentile sojourners are to receive an inheritance among the
tribes.

This scene is more than a geographical assignment. It reveals
God’s enduring covenant, His sense of equity, and a forward-
looking glimpse into a time when all nations will share in the
blessings originally promised to Abraham. From a neutral and

https://daretothink.info/israel-biblical/dividing-the-land-a-vision-of-restoration-and-inclusion-in-ezekiel-4713-23/
https://daretothink.info/israel-biblical/dividing-the-land-a-vision-of-restoration-and-inclusion-in-ezekiel-4713-23/
https://daretothink.info/israel-biblical/dividing-the-land-a-vision-of-restoration-and-inclusion-in-ezekiel-4713-23/


textual standpoint, this passage carries deep significance in
the context of biblical theology, covenantal restoration, and
divine inclusivity.

II. Covenantal Fulfillment to the Twelve
Tribes
The division of the land fulfills an oath God made to the
patriarchs:

“…concerning the which I lifted up mine hand to give it unto
your fathers…” (v.14)

This is a clear reference to the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis
15:18; 17:7–8), wherein God promised land and descendants to
Abraham and his seed. By dividing the land among the twelve
tribes, God reaffirms His faithfulness to that promise.

Yet the configuration here shows something distinctive:

Joseph receives two portions, through his sons Ephraim
and Manasseh (v.13; cf. Genesis 48:5).
Levi, traditionally landless, is not mentioned in the
tribal  list  of  land  allotment  (cf.  Joshua  13:33),
preserving the number at twelve.

This repetition of tribal structure indicates a continuity
with Israel’s past, affirming that God’s covenant remains in
effect despite the nation’s judgment and exile.



III. Divinely Appointed Borders and Order
Verses 15–21 specify the land’s borders from the north to the
south  and  from  east  to  west,  showing  a  careful  divine
orchestration.  This  land  is  not  claimed  by  conquest  but
granted by divine allotment. The emphasis on “inheritance by
lot”  (v.22)  highlights  God’s  role  as  the  sovereign
distributor.

The detailed borders suggest order, peace, and permanence, in
contrast to the chaos of exile. It assures the people of a
settled and structured future, governed not by human ambition
but by God’s righteous plan.

IV.  The  Strangers  Included  in  the
Inheritance
Perhaps the most unexpected element of this passage appears in
verses 22–23:

“…to the strangers that sojourn among you… they shall be unto
you as born in the country…”

This instruction opens the door of inheritance not only to
native-born  Israelites  but  also  to  Gentile  sojourners—non-
Israelites  who  had  dwelt  among  them,  often  as  captives,
laborers, or immigrants. This provision breaks with earlier
patterns  in  the  Law  where  non-Israelites  were  largely
restricted in inheritance rights (cf. Leviticus 25:23, Numbers
26:52–55).

This  act  of  inclusion  marks  a  shift  toward  universality,
echoing the prophetic visions elsewhere:

Isaiah 56:6–8 speaks of foreigners who “join themselves



to the LORD” and are brought to His holy mountain.
Zechariah 2:11 proclaims: “Many nations shall be joined
to the LORD in that day.”

Ezekiel’s vision anticipates this broader redemptive plan. It
sets a precedent for what will later be revealed in full
through the New Testament: the unity of Jews and Gentiles in
the promises of God.

V. A Foreshadowing of the Gospel’s Reach
While the primary audience was exiled Israel, this vision has
theological echoes that extend beyond national restoration.
The inclusion of Gentiles into tribal allotments prefigures
the mystery Paul later reveals:

“That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same
body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel”
(Ephesians 3:6).

The land, in this context, becomes symbolic of shared covenant
blessings,  not  merely  physical  territory.  What  begins  in
Ezekiel  as  a  geographic  promise  finds  its  fulfillment  in
spiritual adoption through Christ.

Romans 9:6–8 – “For they are not all Israel, which are
of Israel… the children of the promise are counted for
the seed.”
Galatians 3:28–29 – “There is neither Jew nor Greek… for
ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s,
then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise.”



VI.  Conclusion:  God’s  Forward-Thinking
Plan
Ezekiel 47:13–23 is a powerful reminder of God’s commitment to
restore His people. Yet it is also a prophetic window into
something greater: the future inclusion of all peoples into
the inheritance of God. The equal treatment of the sojourner
signals a divine intention beyond ethnic boundaries—a plan in
which faith, not lineage, determines one’s inheritance.

From  a  neutral  reading,  the  passage  provides  theological
foundations  for  later  biblical  revelations.  It  shows  that
God’s redemptive plan was never restricted to Israel alone,
but included Gentiles from the beginning, brought fully to
light in Christ.

� Closing Scripture
Isaiah 49:6 (KJV)

“It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to
raise up the tribes of Jacob… I will also give thee for a
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto
the end of the earth.”


