
Edomite  Integration  &
Identity  Appropriation  in
Judean History: A Theological
and Historical Analysis

Introduction
This study explores the forced integration of the Edomites
into  Judean  society  during  the  Hasmonean  period  and  the
resulting religious, political, and theological consequences.
It examines how, through the process of assimilation, the
Edomites—descendants  of  Esau—came  to  adopt  and  eventually
claim  the  identity  of  Israel.  Drawing  upon  Josephus’s
Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  New  Testament  references,  and
scholarly works by historians such as Emil Schürer, Shlomo
Sand,  and  George  Wesley  Buchanan,  this  paper  traces  the
trajectory  of  identity  appropriation  and  its  enduring
theological  implications.

Josephus on the Forced Conversion of the Edomites
In Antiquities of the Jews, Book 13, Chapter 9, Section 1,
Josephus records:

“Hyrcanus took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and
subdued all the Idumeans. He permitted them to stay in that
country if they would circumcise their genitals and make use
of the laws of the Jews… At which time, therefore, this
befell them, that they were hereafter no other than Jews.”

This statement indicates a complete social, religious, and
legal integration of the Edomites (also called Idumeans) into
Judean life. Although formerly distinct and often enemies of
Israel,  they  were  now  absorbed  into  the  Jewish  nation  by
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accepting circumcision and the Mosaic laws.

Sociopolitical Ramifications
This conversion was more than ritual; it granted the Edomites
access to Judean citizenship and the ability to influence
religious and political systems. Historically, this altered
the  ethnic  and  religious  makeup  of  Judea.  Over  time,  the
Edomites  claimed  full  identity  as  Judeans,  erasing
distinctions  that  once  marked  them  as  foreign.

Identity  Appropriation  and  “Esau’s  Stolen
Identity”
This full assimilation has been described as “Esau’s stolen
identity,” wherein descendants of Esau (Edomites) assumed the
name  and  privileges  of  Jacob  (Israel).  Through  religious
assimilation—observance  of  circumcision,  Sabbath,  dietary
laws,  and  festivals—the  Edomites  gained  acceptance  as
spiritual equals. Yet many retained ambitions contrary to the
covenantal identity of Israel.

Edomite  Infiltration  into  Religious  Power
Structures
Edomite converts began to infiltrate religious groups like the
Pharisees  and  Sadducees.  Meanwhile,  true  Israelites  found
themselves scattered among alternative groups like the Essenes
or the Zealots.

By the first century CE, Edomite-Canaanite influence was so
pervasive that the population of Judea was a mixture of native
Judeans  and  those  of  foreign  descent  who  had  adopted  the
Jewish religion and customs.[2]

Herodian Dynasty and Roman Collaboration
Antipater the Idumean gained Roman favor and was appointed
procurator of Judea in 47 BC. His son, Herod the Great, was
later declared king of Judea. Herod’s reign marked a turning



point in Judean history. Though an Edomite, he ruled over the
Jews and built the Temple, which helped secure his legitimacy.
Yet  his  brutality,  Roman  alliance,  and  persecution  of
messianic  hopes  exposed  deep  corruption.

Jesus’ Warning About “Leaven”
In Mark 8:15 – Jesus warned: “Take heed, beware of the leaven
of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.”

In Scripture, leaven often symbolizes corrupting influence.
Here, Jesus denounces both religious hypocrisy and political
corruption—linking them to the spiritual decline in Judea. The
leaven of Herod, an Edomite ruler, represented worldliness,
compromise, and deceit infiltrating God’s people.

Role of Judean Religious Sects

Pharisees
Prominent  during  the  Second  Temple  period,  the  Pharisees
emphasized oral tradition alongside the Torah. Jesus rebuked
them for legalism and hypocrisy. While they upheld Judean
identity  through  law-keeping,  they  also  allowed  Edomite
converts within their ranks.

Sadducees
Aristocratic, rationalist, and priestly, the Sadducees denied
the resurrection, angels, and the spirit world (Acts 23:8).
They were collaborators with Roman authorities and opposed the
spiritual teachings of Christ and His apostles.

Essenes
A  smaller  ascetic  sect,  the  Essenes  lived  communally  and
observed strict purity laws. Scholars often associate them
with  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  found  at  Qumran.  They  remained
largely separate from the corruption of mainstream Judaism.



Zealots and Sicarii
The Zealots were political revolutionaries seeking liberation
from Rome. The Sicarii, a splinter group, used violence and
assassinations  to  resist  Roman  control  and  eliminate
collaborators. These militant groups opposed both Roman rule
and Edomite leadership.

Revelation and False Identity
Revelation 2:9 – “I know the blasphemy of them which say they
are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.”

Revelation 3:9 – “Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of
Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie…”

These  verses  point  to  impostors  within  Judea  who  falsely
claimed  to  be  Jews  but  lacked  covenantal  identity.
Historically,  this  aligns  with  the  Edomite-Canaanite
appropriation of the Jewish name and authority. The rise of
Herod,  an  Edomite  king,  and  the  religious  elites  of
questionable  lineage  point  to  this  warning.

Theological Reflection on Law and Identity
Israel’s identity was never purely racial but always tied to
covenant  obedience.  God’s  laws,  statutes,  and  commandments
served as a sign of being His chosen people. The Edomites,
though  externally  conformed,  lacked  the  heart-alignment
required by God.

Jesus  and  the  apostles  reaffirmed  the  importance  of
obedience—not as legalism, but as evidence of belonging to
God’s people. The presence of false leaders and impostor Jews
within first-century Judea is a critical theme in the New
Testament narrative.

Conclusion
The forced conversion and gradual assimilation of the Edomites
into Judean society, culminating in political domination under



Herod, illustrates the dangers of identity corruption. This
historical  process—affirmed  by  Josephus  and  echoed  in  the
warnings of Christ—reveals how spiritual and national identity
can be co-opted by those without true covenantal faith.

Jesus’ rebuke of the Pharisees and Herod’s dynasty serves as a
timeless warning against allowing religious institutions and
political systems to be infiltrated by influences foreign to
God’s  covenant.  The  church  today  must  remain  vigilant  in
guarding  against  false  doctrine,  identity  confusion,  and
compromise with worldly power.


